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To Kaotpo tns Aptas
The Castle of Arta

To Kdatpo tns Aptas anotehei €vav adidyeuato pdptupa tns
I0TOPIKAS TAUTATNTAS TNS MOANS, MOU KATOIKNBNKE Kal NKpaae and
T0US APXQious LEXPI KAl TOUS HETIWVIKOUS XpOvous. OYKWOES Kal
enBANTIKG 6eandlel oto alyxpovo noAeodopikd 16T6 tns Aptas,
kabws €ival kTiopévo o€ Aogioko, kovid atov notapd Apaxfo,
0patd oxedov eEoAokAApoU and OAes Tis NAEUPES Tou. H peydAn
€ktaon nou kataAapBdvel, AAAG Kal N apXITEKTOVIKA POP®A mou
®épel, unodelkviouy To KUpos s npwtelouaas tou Aeanotdrou
s Hneipou kal 1o 6Tpatnyiké poAo TS aTnv NOAENIKA 10TOpia TS

€upUtepns NepIoXNs.

The Castle of Arta is an enduring witness of the
city’s history which was inhabited and flourished
from the antiquity until the Middle Ages. Large and
imposing, located on a low hill, near the river
Arachthos and visible from all sides the Castle dom-
inates the modern city of Arta. Its large space and
its architectural features reflect the prestige of the
capital city of the Despotate of Epirus and its strate-
gic role in the region’s war history.
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H i6puan tou Kdotpou otn Bopeloavatohiki nAeupd tns Aptas

dev emAExBnKe Tuxaia, kaBws n Bopeia kar avatoikn nAeupd Tou
fitav UaIKG oxupés and tov notapd Apaxbo. Téao otn Bopeia 600
kai otnv avatoNikn meupd tou Buavtivod Kdotpou awdovral Tui-
jiata tns oxUpwaons s apxaias AuBpakias, nou anoteAolviav and
peydhous d0pous, anodelkviovtas 6Tl Kal ol KAToIkol TS apxaias
noAns eixav aviAngBei tn otpatnyikns onyacias 6éon, kataokeud-
Covtas oto {610 onpeio ta Teixn ts noAns. H akpiBns xpovoAdynan
tou Kdotpou bev eival eQIKTA, kaBws T pvnieio €xel UMOOTEN NOA-
\és eneppdoers ato népaopa tou xpovou. Meavooyeitar i oxu-
pwONKe yia npwIn @opd katd tn didpkeia tns pecoBudavivis
nepI6aOU Kal avakaIviotnke oTous UoTepoBuUZavtivous Xxpovous
and tov Mixan\ B” Kopvnvé Aolka. KaB’ 6An tn idpkeia ts Bu-
Cavuvis nepidou 6€ExBnKe NOMES NOAIOpKIES Kal emBETEIs and
d\\ous BuZavtivols nyepves kal and ta otpatedpata LEpRwvy,
ANBav@v Kar Twv Autikwv tou Baaihid tns Neandhews Kapohou I

d" Anjou.

The Castle’s foundation on the northeast side of
Arta was not a random choice since the north and
the east sectors were protected by the river
Arachthos. In both these sectors parts of the an-
cient Ambacia’s fortification, consisting of large
stones, are preserved. This underlines the lasting
strategic importance of the location through time.
The Castle cannot de accurately dated, since it has
undergone numerous modifications during time. It
is estimated that the Castle was originally erected
in the middle byzantine era and renovated during
the late byzantine era by Michael Il Comnenos
Dukas. During the latter period it was besieged or
attacked by armies of other byzantine rulers, Serbs,
Albanians and by the king of Naples Charles Il d’

Anjou.



To Kdotpo kai n noAn tns Aptas katahapBdvovral to 1449 petd

ané ouvBnkoAdynan and tous 06wpavous. To 1796 éws to 1820
nePIEPXETaI aTNV Kupiapxia tou AN naad twv lwavvivwv, o onoios
10 ENIOKEUAOE Kal T0 BeATiwOE.

To Kdotpo éxel panedoelbés oxnpa Kal éktaon nepinou 9 etd-
pla Kai o€ opiopéva onpeia gtdvel ae Gyos ta 10 . Evioxdetal
and 18 ndpyous (opBoycvious, NPIKUKAIKOUS, MOAUY@VIKOUS GANG
Kal TpIywvIKoUs Yeudonupyous). 01 0pBoyVIOl kal 01 NPIKUKNIKOI
ndpyor Bewpolval Budavtivol, eV ol NOAUYWVIKOI Kal 01 TpIyw-
VIKoi (leubnupyol xpovoloyouvtal otnv 0Bwpaviki nepiodo. Evas
€0WTEPIKAS NEPIBPOLIOS, 0 0MOI0S NEPITPEXEN OAO TO PNKoS Tou Kd-
0tpou, €acpANIZe TNV EOWTEPIKA ENIKOIVWVIO TWV AHUVOLIEVGV.
And tous nipyous tou Kdotpou aloonpeiwtos eivar o 10xupds no-
AUywVIKOS nUpyos nou Bpioketal oTn VOTIOBUTIKA Ywvia Tou Tei-
X0US, 0 0Moios MAQIIOVETal and U0 PIKPOTEPOUS TPIYWVIKOUS Kal
XpOVoAoyeital atnv Gatepn Toupkokpatia.

H kUpia nUAn Bpicketai oto vétio TuApa tou Kdotpou Kai npo-
otateetal ota aplotepd s and évav TETpdywvo nupyo, eV pia

The Castle and the city of Arta were occupied by
the Ottomans in 1449 after a treaty. From 1796 to
1820 the Castle remained under the rule of Ali Pasa
of loannina, who repaired and improved it.

The Castle is built on a trapezoid plan, it occu-
pies 9 acres of land and at some points it reaches
a height of 10 meters. It is enforced by 18 towers
(of rectangular, semi-circular, polygonal or trian-
qular shape). Rectangular and semi-circular towers,
as well as the ramparts, are dated in the byzantine
period, while polygonal and trianqular towers in the
ottoman period. The garrison would guard or defend
the Castle using the inner walkway that runs the
whole length of the walls. The most notable of the
towers is the strong polygonal one which stands in
the northwest corner of the walls. It is flanked by
two smaller trianqular towers and is dated in the
late ottoman period.



deltepn pikpn nOAN Bpioketal otn BOpela NAeUpd TwV TEIXWY. To

BopelobuTikO okENOS Twv TEIX@V Tou Kdatpou tns Aptas evioxue-
Tal, 0€ OAOKANPO TO PAKOS TOU, |I€ NPOTEIXIONA.

The main gate is in the south sector of the Castle
and is protected on its left flank by a rectangular
tower. A second small gate is located at the north
side of the walls..The northwest part of Castle's

walls is longwise enforced by an outwork.



| H eowrepikh akponoAn (Outs Kahé)

To VOTI0 OKENOS TWV TEIXAV EXEN JETWNO NPOS TN GNPEPIVA NOAN
s Aptas. Aiyo npiv and to népas tou, aAANGZel KateUBuvan npos
1a NA, dnpioupy@vtas €va eyao TIywvIkO ESWTEPIKG XWPO, HE
€ioodo apiotepd s kUpias nUAnS. Mpokertal yia 1o Outs KaAé,
dnAadn pia eowrepIkn akpOMoAN, To TENEUTAIO KaTaQUyIo TwWV apu-
VOREVWV, G€ Nepintwon MoNIOpKias.

Evids ts akponoAns, undpxouv dUo Ktipia ts enoxns ts Toup-
KOKPQTIas, 0To €va €K TWV 0Moiwv BPIoKETal EVIOIXIOPEVN pappd-
pivn nAdka pe napdotacn Aéovia. Enions, og nnyddi nou undpxel
010 E0WTEPIKO TNS AKPGMOANS Slakpivetal 0To oTOPIO TOU 0IKO-
onpo, nou meavws anodidetal atnv oikkoyévela Opaivi. Lnyepa,
oto Outs KaAé Bpioketal unaibpio 6€atpo, dnou iAoEevolvral
MoIKIAOU XapaKTNPA EKONAWCEIS.

110 E0WTEPIKO ToU KAoTpou 0({eTal anoonacpatikd éva peyd-
AV Slactdoewv Bulavuivo Ktiopa. MiBavooyeital 6ti To fulavuvo
auto Ktipio ntav to péyapo Twv nyepdvwy Tou Aeonotdrou tns
Hneipou. MBavév, tauticetal pe To «BaciNko avaktopo», nou ava-
oépetal and tov EBAIyId Toehepnn. Katd tv nepiodo tns Toupko-
kparias 0To E0wTePIKO Tou kAoTpou unApxav MO akdun Ktipia,
1a onoia e€unnpetolaav Tis avaykes s PPoupds, AANG Kal Twv
KatoiKwV Nou KATEPEUYav kel o€ nepintwaon avaykns.

The south sector of the walls faces the modern
city of Arta. Shortly before its end it turns to the
north east and forms a large trianqular inner space.
The entrance of this triangular space is to the left
of the main gate and was protected by a machico-
lation. This is the “Outs Kale”, the inner acropolis,
the last stand of the defenders in case of siege.

Inside the acropolis there are two buildings of
the ottoman period. In the wall of one of them a
marble slab is embedded on which a lion is en-
graved. Also a coat of arms engraved on a nearby
well's ledge belongs possibly to the Orsini family.
Nowadays an open theater which hosts various
events is located inside the “Outs Kale™.

Inside the Castle a large byzantine building is
fragmentally preserved. It is possible that this
building was the court of the Despotate of Epirus’s
rulers. It could be the “royal palace™ mentioned by
Elviya Celebi. During the ottoman period many
other buildings were inside the Castle which would
serve the needs of the garrison and civilians who
would resort there in case of danger.



Epyaoies nou npaypatonoinBnkav oto pvnpeio
ato nAaiolo tou €pyou EZMA

Katd t 61dpkela twv etov 201 1-15 uhonoinBnke o £pyo “Ano-
katdotaon, ouvtnpnon kai avddei€n peoaiwvikol kaotpou Aptas”
oto maiaio Tou npoypdppatos EXMA pie Th guyxpnpatod6tnon tns
EAA@bas kai tns Eupwnaikns Evaans. To €pyo agopolae o€ €p-
Yaoies OTEPENTEWV KAl NEPIOPIOHEVWY ANOKATAOTATEWV TwV YOO~
PV Mou €ixe UNOOTE Katd tn S1GpKeIa aIOVWV T Pvnpeio. Enions
énpene va avaipetwnioBolv ta Gopikd npoBAALATA Kal va ENITEUX-
Bei n neparépw npootacia tou and T eBopd Tou Xxpovou Kai Ta
otoIxeia tns eUons. Lta maicia Tou €pyou €yivav oUOTNLATIKOL
kaBapiopoi kal anoWIA@aels Tns nukvis BAdatnons, anopdkpuvan
TWV ENIXQOOEWV 0€ ENIAEYIEVES NEPIOXES TOU KAGTPOU, ANOXwpId-
Twon Aeydvwv Bulavuvav Kupiwv yia Ty JENOVIIKA npootacia
kai avadel€n tous. EninpdoBeta npaypatonoinbnke n 1apdppwaon
NBOoTPWTWV 61a8POPV YIa T HIEUKOAUVON TV ENIGKENTWY TOU
pvnpeiou. Ztov nepIBANNovia x@po Tou kdatpou Eyivav enions dia-
HOPOWOEIS yia TNV avadeIg tou. Me v oAokAApwan ToU €xel
ouvinpnBei Kal 8100w6ei éva onpavtikd Pvnpeio Tns NONITIGTIKAS
KkAnpovopids Ts Hneipou kai o xcpos eival TAEoV ENICKEWIOS YIa
10 KOIVO.

LUVIEAEOTES

BapBdpa N. ManadonotAou, Ap. apxatoAdyos,
lpoiorauévn Epopeias Apxatotitwv Apras

Owtios Bdaons, MoAiikds pnxavikds, EmPAENwWY Lnxavikas Epyou

Xpuadvbn Avayvaatou, ApXITEKTwV LnXavikas,
eniPAEnouaa LInXxavixos Epyou

Euotabia Kahaundkn, Aoyiotpia épyou
Owrevi Manapodvn, YadAoyos épyou

Midvvns Kwtookwatas, ApxaloAdyos-1aToplkas,
EMEAELA QYYAIKWV KEWEVWV

Mapia Nidpou, ApxatoAdyos

Works carried out on the monument
via the NSRF program

The project “Restoration, conservation and en-
hancement of Arta's medieval Castle”, co financed
by Greece and the European Union as part of the
NSRF program, was carried out from 2011 until
2015. The project included works of fastening and
of limited restoration of spoilage inflicted upon the
monument through centuries. Structural problems
also had to be handled and further protection from
time and weather conditions had to be ensured.
Systematic purifying, vast deforestations, soil re-
moval in selected areas of the castle and in ruinous
byzantine buildings for future protection and en-
hancement were carried out. In addition paved
routes for visitors' facilitation were constructed.

Due to Castle’s enhancement configuration
works were also carried out in its surroundings.

Upon the project’s closure an important monu-
ment of Epirus’ cultural heritage is conserved and
secured, while the site is fully accessible to the
public.

Project Contributors

Varvara N. Papadopoulou, Dr. archeologist,
Director of the Ephorate of Antiquities of Arta

Fotios Vassis, civil engineer, supervisor
Chrysanthi Anagnostou, architect, supervisor
Eystathia Kalampoki, accountant
Fotini Paparouni, financial transactions

Yiannis Kotsokostas, archeologist-historian,
English texts

Maria Niarou, archeologist




MPOZBAXH KAI EXYMHPETHZH ENIZKEMTON

To kGotpo tns Aptas Bpioketal kovid 610 KEVIPO NS
noAns kai eival eGkoAa npoaBdaipio. MAnaiov Tou X@pou
undpxel xwpos otdbpeuans.

Opyavwpéves eniokéPers
01 opyavwpéves enioKEYEIS npaypatonololvial ge ou-
vevvonon pe v Epopeia Apxalothtwv Aptas.

Owroypdgion, Kivnpatoypdgnon

Emitpénetal n epacitexviki gwtoypdpnon i BIVIEOTKS-
nnon. H enayyeAuatiki pwroypdeion A Kivnpatoypdgion
Kai n ekpeTdAeuon autol Tou UNIKoU enmitpénetal Jévo
Je 161kn d6ela.

EOOPEIA APXAIOTHTQN APTAL

ApdxBou & MavwAidaons
Apta, T.K. 47100

—EXIMNA

2007-2013
S Jusivucpam ind}
01 epyaaies npaypatonolNBnkav oto NAaiolo tou €pyou: «Anoka-
tdotacn, ouvtnpnon Kai avadelen peaiwvikou kdotpou Aptas»,
I Tn ouyxpnpatodotnan ts EAGSas kai s Eupwnalkis Evwaons.
Enmixeipnaiakd Mpoypappa Beooahias-Liepeds ENddas-Hneipou
2007-2013.

ACCESSIBILITY AND VISITORS’ SERVICES

The Castle of Arta is near the city’s centre and
easily accessible. Parking lot is closely avail-
able.

Organized visits
Organized visits can be planned via the Ephorate
of Antiquities of Arta.

Photo shooting and video recording

Photo shooting and video recording is permitted
for private use only. Photo shooting and video
recording for professional purposes requires a
special license.

EPHORATE OF ANTIQUITIES OF ARTA

Arachthou & Manoliassis str
Arta 47100

=~NSRF
~ 2007-2013
R

Work performed under the project: "Rehabilitation,
maintenance and promotion of the medieval castle of
Arta", co-financed by Greece and the European Union.
Operational Program of Thessaly-Central Greece-Epirus
2007-2013.



